[image: image1.png]The Karen Schmeer
Film Editing Fellowship




The Karen Schmeer Film Editing Fellowship is a year-long experience that encourages and champions the talent of an emerging editor. It creates opportunities to help cultivate an editor’s artistry and craft, and expand his or her professional and creative community. Awarded annually, the Fellowship was created to honor the memory of gifted editor Karen Schmeer. 
The Fellowship is designed to broaden an editor’s horizons, and includes:
• Mentorship with an ACE editor, tailored to the fellow’s interests

• Full festival passes to ACE EditFest in New York and Los Angeles
• Class at the Manhattan Edit Workshop – an Apple, Adobe & Avid Authorized Training Center
• Film Badge with full film festival access to the SXSW Film Festival in Austin, Texas 

• Chrome Pass with full festival access to the Independent Film Festival Boston

• Travel expenses to two of the aforementioned festivals/classes (airfare, 3 nights of hotel, per diems)

• Summer Series Triple Membership for Rooftop Films, NYC, plus a $1000 equipment rental credit
• Season Pass to Stranger than Fiction at the IFC Center in NYC
• Year-long Membership to DocuClub in NYC

• $1000 cash award
• $500 online gift certificate to Powell’s Books in Portland, Oregon (Karen’s favorite) 
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About Karen Schmeer

Karen Schmeer, A.C.E., was an award-winning film editor whose work included Errol Morris’ The Fog of War (Academy Award Winner for Best Documentary), Mr. Death, and Fast, Cheap and Out of Control. Over the course of her career, she edited over a dozen feature documentaries, including Sketches of Frank Gehry, The Same River Twice, and My Father the Genius. Karen's television credits include several episodes of Errol Morris’ IFC series First Person, and PBS’ American Experience: A Brilliant Madness. She edited the fiction feature American Son, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2008. Karen’s final completed film as editor, the HBO film Sergio, was recognized with the Best Editing Award at Sundance in 2009. Karen was on her way home from editing filmmaker Liz Garbus’ documentary, Bobby Fisher Against the World, when she was struck and killed by a car fleeing a robbery in New York City on January 29, 2010, three weeks before her 40th birthday.
American Cinema Editors

ACE is an honorary association of professional film editors that celebrates and promotes the art of editing. Editors are included on the basis of their professional achievements, dedication to educating others, and commitment to the craft of editing.  www.ace-filmeditors.org

2012 APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Please read carefully. Some requirements have changed since last year.
2012 Eligibility Requirements:
1)
Applicant must be based in the United States and reside there throughout 2012.

2)
Applicant must have edited at least one feature-length film (documentary or fiction), but no more than three feature-length films.


• For our purposes, a feature-length film is defined as any project longer than 60 minutes, produced for theatrical or festival presentation. (An eligible film may be screened on television only after its theatrical release or festival run.)

• Co-Editor credits do count towards your total.

• Additional Editor or Associate Editor credits do not count towards your total.
Deadline and Notification:
•
All submissions must be RECEIVED by September 30, 2011. Please note that this is not a postmark deadline.

•
Up to 10 finalists will be notified by the end of December 2011. Finalists will be interviewed in January.
•
The Karen Schmeer Film Editing Fellow will be notified by the end of January 2012.

Submission Materials - Your application must include the following:

Use staples to create FOUR sets of materials. Do not use binders, fasteners or folders. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Please submit 4 copies, collated in this order:

i)
The completed application form
ii)
Resume & filmography
iii)
Two letters of recommendation
iv)
Application essay
v) DVD copies of one of your feature-length films, in its entirety. Use paper or soft plastic sleeves for your DVDs; no hard cases or clamshell cases. Staple one DVD in its sleeve to the back of each set of materials.
Due to the volume of submissions, we cannot confirm receipt of your application by phone or email. If you wish to confirm receipt, please include a self-addressed, stamped postcard with your application. Please allow 2-3 weeks after the submission deadline for the return of your confirmation postcard.
Mail or drop off your submission to:

Manhattan Edit Workshop

Karen Schmeer Film Editing Fellowship - Submissions

80 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1501

New York City, NY 10011-8014
Applications may be dropped off in person between 10 am and 6 pm on weekdays. DO NOT CALL the Manhattan Edit Workshop regarding submissions or dropoffs; any inquiries should directed to the Fellowship at info@karenschmeer.com

I. Applicant
	First Name
	Last Name
	Phone

	Address


	Email




Do you currently live in the United States?  


Yes 

No

Will you be residing in the U.S. throughout 2012?

Yes 

No

Did you apply last year?




Yes

No

(If you applied last year, you may submit the same letters of recommendation and the same work sample as last year, if you wish. Please answer the two additional essay questions listed in section V.) 
II) Resume & Filmography
Please include 4 copies of your resume and complete filmography, listing all film and television experience (directing, producing, writing, etc. if applicable).

Below, list all the feature films you have edited or co-edited. In no more than two sentences, please include a synopsis of each film. If there are co-editors for any of your films, please include their names.

Fiction or



      Running

Title
Documentary?
       Year       Director
      Time  
   Co-Editors?


1)

Film synopsis:

2)

Film synopsis:

3)

Film synopsis:

III. Work Sample
1) Please include 4 copies of ONE of your feature-length films, in its entirety. Do not submit a rough cut, a showreel of selected scenes, or a short film.

Please note: We prefer not to view rough cuts, but we may make an exception for an advanced rough cut or fine cut. These exceptions will be rare. Write to us at info@karenschmeer.com if you are in that situation and are wondering about applying.

Please label each DVD with your name and the title of your film. DVDs must be NTSC, Region 0 or 1. Put them in paper or soft plastic sleeves; no hard cases or clamshell cases.

DVDs will not be returned. Do not send video masters or archival copies.  

2) 
Choose a continuous 5-minute work sample from this film. Be sure to select a 5-minute sample that best reflects your sensibilities as an editor. If you submit a film that you co-edited, please choose a 5-minute sequence in which you were the primary editor. After screening the work sample, the committee may view the entire film, at its discretion.
	Please indicate the 5-minute time segment or chapter you would like the committee to view:

Examples: 

a) Chapter 8 of the DVD

b) 00:35:30 – 00:40:30

c) Start at: 35 minutes, 30 seconds; End at 40 minutes, 30 seconds




If you do not indicate a time segment or chapter, the Fellowship Committee will view the first 5 minutes of the DVD.
3) 
If you wish to provide a more detailed summary of this film, please include it here:
IV. Letters of Recommendation

Please include two letters of recommendation. One of your letters must come from someone who worked closely with you on the film you are submitting for review. (If you applied last year, you may submit the same letters of recommendation, if you wish.)

	Recommender’s Name
	Email
	Phone Number

	1.


	
	

	2. 


	
	


Please include 4 copies of each letter of recommendation.
V. Application Essay

In no more than 2 pages, please answer the following questions (if you applied last year, you may use the same answers, but if you wish to revise your responses, we encourage you to do so):

1) How did you become an editor? Why did you become an editor?

2) Please describe why you chose this work sample for review. How does it reflect your sensibilities as an editor? How does this sequence function within the greater context of the film? -- For example, how does it build character, tension, or story? *

3) What do you hope to gain from the Fellowship?

If you applied last year, please also answer these questions in no more than 2 additional pages:

4) Please describe the project or projects you’ve worked on since the last application.

5) Since your last application, how have you evolved as an editor?

Please include 4 copies of your essay.
* Early in Mr. Death, Karen Schmeer edited a scene depicting how Fred Leuchter sleeps well at night, despite his job as a death dealer and despite his high caffeine intake (he drinks 40 cups of coffee each day). Karen explained that this sequence was important to the film not because it advanced the story, but because it was funny, memorable, and it helped make Fred Leuchter a likable person. For this essay question, we are interested in insights such as this, regarding character, story, tension, or mood, etc.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Who is eligible to apply?

Applicants based in the United States, who will be living there in 2012 and who have edited at least one feature-length film (documentary or fiction) but no more than three feature-length films, are eligible to apply. For our purposes, a feature-length film is defined as any project longer than 60 minutes, produced for theatrical or festival presentation. (An eligible film may be screened on television only after its theatrical release or festival run.) 

If I am not a United States citizen, am I eligible to apply?

Yes. You may apply as long as you are based in the United States and will reside there throughout 2012.

If I co-edited a feature film, am I still eligible to apply?

Yes. Every feature film you have co-edited will count towards your total. For the required work sample, if you submit a film that you co-edited, please choose a 5-minute sequence in which you were the primary editor.
Do Additional Editor or Associate Editor credits count towards my total?

No. Additional Editor or Associate Editor credits don’t count towards your total.

I’m interested in directing as well as editing. Or, I am a filmmaker who prefers to edit my own projects. Can I apply for the fellowship?

Our mission is to recognize and support emerging editors whose primary career objective is to be a film editor – particularly because there are few support structures for editors. If you’re not sure whether you want to focus on editing or directing, or if you are a filmmaker/editor hybrid, we suggest that you refrain from applying until your focus is on a career in editing.
May I submit a short film instead of a feature for consideration?

No. The DVD you submit must be a feature length film, as defined above.

Can I submit a rough cut?

We prefer not to view rough cuts, but we may make an exception for an advanced rough cut or fine cut. These exceptions will be rare. Write to us at info@karenschmeer.com if you are in that situation and are wondering about applying.
For the 5-minute work sample, may I edit together a selection of scenes from the feature?
No. We will not view showreels. You must submit a feature-length film, and you must identify a continuous, 5-minute sequence from your feature for us to view. Be sure to select a 5-minute sequence that best reflects your sensibilities as an editor. After screening the 5-minute work sample, we may view the entire film, at our discretion.
Is there a fee to apply?
No. There is no fee to apply.

When is the deadline to apply?

All submissions must be RECEIVED by September 30, 2011. Please note that this is not a postmark deadline.

When will I be notified of your decision?

Up to 10 finalists will be notified in December 2011. Finalists will be interviewed in January 2012.  The Karen Schmeer Film Editing Fellow will be notified in January, 2012.

If I’m chosen as the Karen Schmeer Film Editing Fellow, who will be my mentor?

You will be asked for a short list of ACE editors in your region with whom you would like to work. ACE and the Fellowship Committee will try their best to match you with one of your preferred editors. 
What will a fellow do during the mentorship?

The mentorship will be tailored to fit the needs of the fellow, and is based on the availability, schedule and preferences of the mentor. For example, if the fellow is starting work on a new film, the mentor may provide story consultation. If the fellow is in the midst of editing, the mentor may give notes at 2 different stages of the edit. If the fellow is in-between projects, the mentor may invite him/her to the edit suite to observe the mentor’s editing process for one week or more.
When does the Karen Schmeer Film Editing Fellowship take place?

The Fellowship will take place between February 2012 and February 2013. It includes festival passes to the following festivals, and one course at the Manhattan Edit Workshop. Courses are offered year-round, and details can be found at:  www.mewshop.com/courses

The Fellowship will pay for transportation, 3 nights of hotel, and expenses to TWO of the following events. Travel and lodging for the remaining events will be the responsibility of the fellow.


SXSW (Austin, TX)
March 9 - 17, 2012

Independent Film Festival Boston (Boston, MA)
Late April - Early May 2012


ACE EditFest NY (New York, NY)
June 2012


ACE EditFest LA (Los Angeles, CA)
August 2012


One class at the Manhattan Edit Workshop, NY
TBD

What are all the Fellowship benefits?

• ACE EDITOR MENTORSHIP – with guidance from American Cinema Editors, the Fellow will be given a mentorship with an established ACE editor who fits the Fellow’s particular interests.

• FULL PASSES TO ACE EditFest in NEW YORK & LOS ANGELES – the Fellow will be provided with full passes to both EditFest NY and EditFest LA, weekend seminars with working experts in the field of editing.  www.ace-filmeditors.org
•
CLASS AT MANHATTAN EDIT WORKSHOP – free class at New York City’s Manhattan Edit Workshop; an Apple, Adobe & Avid Authorized editing and training facility. www.mewshop.com
• SXSW Festival FILM BADGE – full access to films, panels, mentor sessions and more at the South By Southwest (SXSW) Film Festival in Austin, Texas.  www.sxsw.com/film
• IFFBoston Festival CHROME pass – full access to films, panels and more at the Independent Film Festival Boston.  www.iffboston.org
•
travel expenses / Accommodations – the fellow will be provided with travel and accommodations to two of the festivals/classes above, based on the fellow’s preference (3 nights hotel, airfare, per diem).

•
rooftop films summer series triple membership & $1000 equipment rental credit – free entry for the fellow and two guests to all regularly priced Summer Series shows at New York’s long-running outdoor film festival, plus an equipment rental credit for up to $1000 for a projector, sound system, screen, etc.  www.rooftopfilms.com

• STRANGER tHAN FICTION SEASON PASS – a season pass to the Stranger Than Fiction documentary film series at New York City’s IFC Center.  www.stfdocs.com

• docuclub YEAR-long membership – a year-long membership to New York City’s DocuClub; a film screening series of works-in-progress documentaries.  www.docuclub.org

• $1000 CASH AWARD
• $500 Powell’s Books online gift certificate – an online gift certificate to Powell’s Books (Karen’s favorite), based in Portland, Oregon.  www.powells.com​​​

If you still have questions that have not been answered here, 
please visit:  www.karenschmeer.com
or contact us at:  info@karenschmeer.com
Find the Fellowship on Facebook and Twitter @KarenSchmeerFEF
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